The Problem

e NaNDA has grown rapidly
in both scope and
visibility, outpacing the
infrastructure needed to
ensure that datasets are
easily discoverable,
understandable, and
usable
Metadata often
determines the
findability, accessibility,
interoperability, and
reusability (FAIR) of
research data
management overall.
Underutilized datasets can
lead to lost research
potential, wasting public
and grant funding, and
barriers to data intended
for broad public use
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Improving NaNDA Discoverability:
Removing Barriers from a Research Gem

How can metadata descriptions support data management, data quality, data discovery, and
data use? How might we construct metadata improvements to better connect Social Science
researchers to a research gem — The National Neighborhood Data Archive (NaNDA)?
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+ "Discovering new data is difficult - especially data housed in openICPSR."

+ "It's intuitive once you know what to look for, but not for a first-time
user without connections."

+ "Finding the dataset was easy, but identifying the variables is more difficult." /

Domain Group
Crime & Safaty

Race, Equity & Demo,
Housing

Education

Health

Environment & Climate
Economic Development
Infrastructure & Transit
Aging & Disability
Gender & Family
Social Services

Sarah Dababneh <dababneh@umich.edu>, Danae Jarrett <danaej@umich.edu>, Lucas Rosendall <lukerose@umich.edu> | SI699 Mastery Project

INSTITUTE FOR
SOCIAL RESEARCH

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN

NaNDA

National Neighborhood Data Archive

The Solutions

Improving communication
across NaNDA's key
stakeholders through three
different aspects:

Creating guidelines
through a Metadata
Application Profile
(MAP). for researchers
and depositors with
detailed explanations
and suggestions on how
to describe a dataset

Crosswalks across
popular controlled
vocabularies in ICPSR
such as MeSH, JEL, and
ICPSR Subject Terms

Conducting research into
user search patterns
through interviews with
NaNDA users and
researchers and an
anonymous survey
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